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Micah Was Right 
 

What a relief it must have been to Mary to have Joseph know the truth by a 
message from God by Gabriel. Gabriel had given them a check point to verify their 
strange experience to each other. To both he had said, “His name will be JESUS,” so they 
knew they had not been imagining things. Moreover when Gabriel told Joseph to name 
the child, he appointed him surrogate father, for naming was the privilege of the father. 
Remember, when Elizabeth tried to name her baby John? The friends would not accept 
it until Zacharias wrote it himself. 

 

The next three or four months must have been both difficult and wonderful as 
Mary and Joseph suffered the disapproval of Nazareth, and shared the marvel that was 
happening to Mary. They surely knew that Micah had prophesied that the Messiah 
would be born in Bethlehem. They must have wondered why God had not chosen a 
couple in Bethlehem (There was a good reason for this that we will discuss later). They must 
have wondered if they should go to Bethlehem. But those two knew that this was God’s 
business that they were involved in and they had character enough to wait and see 
what God would do, being convinced He could manage His own affairs. 

 

By Decree of Augustus 
 

One day a squad of Roman soldier, led by an officer on horseback, came though 
the village. Down at the well they stopped long enough to post the Emperor’s degree. 
Augustus, Emperor of the known world, had decided to take a census of his empire. 
Every man would return to his ancestral home for the counting and head tax. Joseph 
and Mary had not imagined that God would move the entire population of the far-flung 
empire to get them to Bethlehem. It must have been an amazing sort of “upset-the-fruit-
basket” time when everywhere people begun packing up and making plans (and some 
had to make long journeys) in order to comply. Historians tell us that it took a full two 
years and possibly longer to move everyone and get the machinery of enrollment in 
motion. For them it would be simplicity itself. They were both descended from David –- 
they would both be enrolled in Bethlehem. They packed everything. They had no 
intention of returning, as we will see later. 

 

This time they could have moved with a large caravan of local people going to 
various towns in Judea and Perea. This was the third time Mary made the five-day walk 
during her nine months. Down to Ein Karem and back, 130 miles; down to Bethlehem 
via Jerusalem, another 85 miles; total 215 miles since first she knew she was with child. 
She was not only a quiet girl; she was a strong and healthy girl, undaunted by unusual 
circumstances. As the caravan moved south of Jerusalem, Joseph and Mary would 
notice that they were in sheep country; the very hills and valley where their ancestor, 
David, had watched his father’s sheep and written his songs. Bethlehem is only five and 
a half miles south of Jerusalem, an easy walk even leading a donkey loaded with all 
your household possessions. 

 

When the small town of Bethlehem came into view sprawling up the southwest 
slope of the hill, it was a beehive of activity. So many descendants of the original settlers 
had arrived that the place was quite beside itself trying to absorb them all.  

 

Here we must note a couple of facts that will help us understand the subsequent events. 
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In the first place, if Mary and Joseph had had a single relative in Bethlehem, the 
relatives would have been duty bound to take them in. We must conclude that they had 
that they had no relatives in the town. (Later we will see a probable explanation) In the 
second place, the Inn, long so infamous for being over-crowded at the wrong moment 
in history, has a most interesting history. 

 

The Infamous Inn 
 

In the story of David, when he became King of Israel, he decided to give his own 
place in Bethlehem to Chimham, the son of a loyal friend called Barzilla (2 Samuel 19:37-
39). Whether this was the old farmhouse where David was born, we are not told. Or 
why David, he youngest of eight sons, would have inherited it, we do not know. It is 
possible, of course, that he had asserted his rights as King and appropriated this house. 
At any rate, David did give a house in Bethlehem to Chimham. But Chimham did not 
need another house and did not want to live in Bethlehem, so he made the house into 
an inn for travelers on their way to Egypt (Jeremiah 41:17). So it is entirely possible that 
Mary and Joseph applied at the old farmhouse where David had been born and found it 
too full to accept the pregnant mother of David’s Greater Son. If so, this gives new 
meaning to the words found in the prologue of John’s Gospel where he says: 

 

“He come to His own and His own received Him not” (John 1:11). 
 

The Sheep Fold 
 

But where they did find refuge was much better for their purposes and for 
God’s. Because the shepherds were still out in the fields overnight, the large communal 
sheep fold on the edge of the town was unoccupied. This explains a lot of puzzling 
things, as we will see. Mary and Joseph must have made camp in the cave of the 
shepherds. They were used in camping; they had camped all the way down from 
Nazareth and to live in a limestone cave was considered no hardship. Some of these 
caves are almost snow white inside, carpeted in fine white sand. The shepherds knew 
that a young couple that was expecting a child any day was camped in their fold. How 
do we know this? 

 

When Gabriel told the shepherds that they would find the Babe “wrapped in 
swaddling clothes lying in the manger,” the shepherds knew at once where and which 
manger held the Child. In Bethlehem to this day there are dozens of mangers. Every 
household has a few sheep and a donkey. Nearly every household has a stone carved or 
wooden manger on the side or back of the house for the pet animals. If the shepherds 
had not known immediately of the situation in their fold, they no doubt would have 
had to look in a great many mangers. But they must have known and probably even 
given permission to the young couple to shelter there, because if the weather turned 
cold, they would have had to evict them or let the couple share their shelter with the 
flocks of sheep. But God was making those arrangements and He is in charge of the 
weather. 

 

Nowhere does the text say or even imply that they arrived the evening before the 
birth. God was tenderly, moment by moment watching over that young mother-to-be. 
Luke says quite specifically, “While they were there.” They could have been there two or 
three weeks before the birth took place. 
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“And so it was –- [this is how it happened] –- that, while they were there –- [while 
Joseph was going daily to stand in line for the enrolling] –- the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered” (Luke 2:6). –- (Paul says, “In the fullness of time,” meaning at an exact 
predetermined date on God’s calendar.) –-  “And she brought forth her firstborn son, and –- 
[she] –- wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and –- [she] –- laid Him in a manger; because there 
was no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7). 

 

The Greek of this passage implies that she gave birth without help and she alone 
wrapped Him and prepared His bed in the manger. It astonishes most people to find 
that there is no mention of a barn or oxen or doves. All of that grew out of the story 
tellers of medieval times in Europe who could not imagine a manger except in 
connection with a wooden cattle barn. 

 

Gabriel’s Fourth Visit 
 

“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto 
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude –- [thousands of thousands] –- of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 
2:8-14). 

 

And “Thousands of Thousands” 
 

I can’t help but notice that there is nothing mentioned here about the angels 
singing. Maybe they did, but Luke records that they were praising God and saying. 
Scripture does not say that Gabriel was hanging in midair; apparently he didn’t do that. 
He, evidently, was standing right in the center of the shepherd’s camp. Multitudes of 
angels were thronging the Judean hillsides talking and shouting of the glory of God that 
He would so express His attitude of completely generous and gracious giving toward 
the human race, His goodwill toward all people; that this birth proved that some day 
God would bring, by this Child, perfect peace to the trouble earth. 

 

The angels also had another reason for bring there. They had been commanded 
to go and worship. 

 

“When He –-[God, the Father] –- brings in the First Begotten — [Jesus Christ] –- into the 
world, He says, `Let all the angels of God worship Him’ “ (Hebrews 1:6). 

 

And: “God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels…”  
                                                                                                                (1 Timothy 3:16). 

 

Were the angels astounded that they were allowed to worship God without the 
Light Unapproachable and wrapped in swaddling clothes? 

 

“And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe –- [Literally, “the New Born”] –- lying in a manger” (Luke 2:15-16). 

 

Why Shepherds? 
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Sometimes it has been asked, “Why was this wonder told to a bunch of lowly 
shepherds? Why wasn’t the mayor of Bethlehem notified?” 

 

There are at least 3 reasons. First, they were the hosts to the family and knew of 
the situation. Second, they were awake and in a place with space enough to 
accommodate the “thousand-of-thousands” of angels. Also, it was eminently suitable that 
the Lamb of God should be born in a sheepfold. And they had the privilege of telling 
Mary and Joseph about the visitation of the angels. There is no hint that Mary and 
Joseph knew anything about that. They might have noticed the light in the sky, but after 
all they had reason to be preoccupied. When the shepherds arrived all out of breath 
from running they were not surprised to find that the Baby had been born as Gabriel 
had said. 

 

Just maybe someday an artist, who is familiar with the hills of Bethlehem, will 
paint an accurate picture of the scene –- and it will be something like this: 

 

The perspective will be from deep in a cave looking toward a wide opening. In 
the foreground will be Joseph sitting before a campfire warming some food for Mary. 
Along the right-hand side of the cave will be a long feeding trough craved into the soft, 
white limestone. In this manger trough will be fresh straw, and on a blanket on the 
straw, a tiny bundle looking very, very small in its tight, white wrappings. Beside him, 
on the floor on a pile of blankets, a tired young woman will be sitting, leaning her head 
against the manger. Beyond all three, framed in the deep royal blue of the pre-dawn 
sky, shines the morning star, a glowing ball of white fire. (Read Luke 1:78; 2 Peter 1:19: 
Revelation 2:28& 22:16). 

 

Getting Out The News  
Locally and Throughout the Empire 

 

After Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds had exchanged what information they 
had about this wonderful Baby, it is recorded that: 

 

“And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them 
by the shepherds” (Luke 2:17-18). 

 

The shepherds knocked on every door in Bethlehem with the great news. A 
promise of God to Bethlehem that was 500 years old (Micah 5:2) had been kept. 
Consider, also who was in Bethlehem; men and families from all over the Roman 
Empire. God had arranged the unrolling so that when they went home, they could tell 
and retell to their own Jewish communities what God had done –- and most of all, that 
they had seen, the Baby with their own eyes. The scandal of Nazareth was the Pride of 
Bethlehem. 

Was there a person in Bethlehem who did not want to see that Baby? You can’t 
help be feel a little sorry for Mary. The next day must have been a long, tiring day as the 
stream of visitors never ceased. What did the quiet girl do? 

 

“But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2:19). 
 

Her heart became a treasure chest in which she cherished all the wonderful 
things that Gabriel had said to her and to Joseph and now to the shepherds. And she 
turned them over in her mind as someone might have counted their jewels. It was all 
joy! 


